Introduction
Revisionary studies on the subfamily Agromyzinae have become imperative since the erection of the genus Tropicomyia by Spencer (1973) to receive a few dimunitive epidermal miners of Melanagromyza, the addition of over 30 species to the genus Melanagromyza by Singh and Ipe (1973) , and the new information that has emerged on the Tropicomyia s.s. included in Tropicomyia by Spencer (1973) . The information gathered specially on their immature stages and biology since 1973 has necessitated the review of this group. Subfamily Agromyzinae in the Orient hitherto included genera Agromyza Fallen, Japanagromyza Sasakawa, Melanagromyza Hendel, Tropicomyia Spencer and Ophiomyia Brashnikov, dominated by Melanagromyza Hendel. Melanagromyza Hendel was erected in 1920 for species having black or dark brown halteres and separated from Ophiomyia due to the prominent facial keel present in the latter. Genus Hexomyia was separated from this by Enderlain in 1936 which Frick in 1952 synonymized with Melanagromyza. However, Hexomyia now includes truly gall forming species and enjoys a separate generic status. Melanagromyza emerged as the dominant genus in the Oriental Region as a result of extensive studies by Spencer (1961 Spencer ( , 1973 and, Singh and Ipe (1973) .
The proposal to erect the genus as 'Epidermidomyia' was first presented by the author at the Agromyzidae workshop at the I International Congress of Dipterology, Budapest in 1986. The correction of the name suggested at that time as Epidermomyia in place of Epidermidomyia is being accepted. The ensuing discussions at the workshop prompted further investigations and also comparative studies of the three genera concerned and the results are being presented hereunder.
Epidermomyia gen. nov.
Agromyza atomella Malloch, Ann. Hist. Nat. Mus. Hung., 1914. 12: 333 (Type) Melanagromyza atomella (Malloch), Henning. Ent. Beihefte, 1941, 8: 1-239 Tropicomyia atomella (Malloch), Spencer. Dr After the present detailed and careful study of the adults, their immature stages and biology, it has become evident that the redefinition of the existing groups and erection of a new genus for the dimunitive upper surface cuticle miners are justifiable and essential to mainly accommodate the Tropicomyia s.s. of Spencer. They form a compact group of flies, almost all of them being oligophagous, and extending far beyond the northern limits and elevation of tropical India deep into the temperate Himalaya above elevations of 2500m, thus also making Tropicomyia a misnomer for them. The new genus Epidermomyia is proposed to receive a distinct and exclusive group of predominantly black or metallic black, small to medium sized flies, whose immature stages make linear tunnels only on the upper surface cuticle of the host plants, very rarely transgressing deeper leaf tissue. It is astonishing that the larvae are able to fulfill their nutritive requirements from the substance of the cuticle alone and that too without rupturing the upper thin surface maintaining the mine intact. The male genitalia of the group is also distinctive.
Sasakawa (1976) synonymised Tropicomyia atomella with
Melanagromyza theae (Cotes) along with Melanagromyza latigena Garg and Styricola Sasakawa. I have verified the adults of latigena and also the genetalia of Tropicomyia theae at the British Museum (NH), London and also a series of 11 specimens from India. (Namkum, Ranchi, V.K. S. Collection, 1963) , three specimens from the Saunda expedition and two from Colombo in the British Museum (NH). It is preferred to retain Tropicomyia atomella (Malloch), Tropicomyia theae (Cotes) and Melanagromyza latigena Garg as independent species. 
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